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Order of Worship
December 5, 2021

First Sunday of Advent

Prelude Meditation on “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”        David Bahrke      by 
Matthew H. Corl (American: b. 1965)

Used with permission OneLicense.net A-721960 © 1997 Morning Star Music

Welcome and Announcements                                                         Rev. Christie Mandas

Passing the Peace                                                                     
Knowing that God has prepared a place for us; knowing that Christ has come to bring us peace, 
let us greet one another now in the power of God and the glory of Christ’s peace.

*Gathering Prayer         
ALL: Poor old Advent. It gets stampeded. It is overrun. Who cares about Advent – it is 
only an unruly intruder on the way to Christmas. But it isn’t. Advent drags us back to 
basics. The very essence of humanity means patience. We can easily get overwhelmed 
by the ‘fast lane of life.’ We are in such a hurry. We want everything now. We rush from 
experience to experience. We can’t cope with the bigness of life. Stop. Look. Listen. The 
simple message of Advent is to glance back at the Jews, waiting for the Savior to come. 
If we have similar feelings; we can feel with those of ancient times. We can easily link up 
our own waiting in life, to their waiting. We are all still waiting. 

Waiting for a child to be born. Waiting for day to come.

But for now: Emmanuel, God with us. Amen.

*Gathering Hymn                      “Keep Awake, Be Always Ready”                   No. 112   
          by Arthur G. Clyde

Used with permission OneLicense.net A-721960 © 1993 The Pilgrim Press

Call To Worship                                                                                                  Patti 
Rzyski
One: Righteous one! Equitable one!
Many: Refining one! Delightful one!
One: Blessed one! Redeeming one!
Many: One-of-flesh to save all flesh!
One: Emmanuel, One of Us – praise be your coming! 

Lighting of the Advent Candle      Patti & Tom 
Rzyski
Reader One: For many of us, the call to head home is one of joy and of hope. We can’t wait to 
reconnect with family, with history and tradition, with a wonderful time of freedom and loving 
support. We can’t wait to go home.
Reader Two: There are those who fear going home, however, and there are times when going 
home brings back memories that are not so good, not so healing. We are reminded of when we 
didn’t fit in, when we didn’t measure up, when we weren’t loved like we needed to be loved. 
Home can be a difficult place for some.
Reader One: The prophet Malachi tells us that even when we are in the hottest of fires, there is 
a presence who can make us better, who can refine and purify. John the Baptist tells us that the 
road home is always under construction, mountains leveled, and valleys filled in, to make 
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smooth the path that leads us to our true destination, where we can live in peace and unity with 
all.
Reader Two: We light these candles, the candle of hope and the candle of peace, as a sign of 
our assurance that though the road is hard, we believe it is worth the journey. It is time to go 
home. (Candles are lit)

Scripture                                                      Luke 3: 1-6                                            Patti 
Rzyski        

Message                                          Rev. Christie Mandas

Prayer Concerns                    
Pastoral Prayer             

Offertory                                     Patti Rzyski
Those who are generous are blessed, for they share their bread with the poor. Let us celebrate 
our blessings with generosity as we collect the offering for the work and worship of this 
congregation.                                            
Offertory Music                          “Savior of the Nations, Come”                       David Bahrke

by Dietrich Buxtehude (German: 1637-1707)
Used with permission CCSWORSHIPcast license no. 12606 © 1952 Wilhelm Hansen

*Doxology                                                                                                                  No. 778
  Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below;
        Praise God for all that love has done, Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.

*Offertory Prayer                                           Patti Rzyski
All: Generous God, you have made rich and poor, powerful and vulnerable in your image. 
Bless the gifts we have gathered today that we may use them to protect the afflicted and 
bring greater justice to your world. Amen.

Call to Confession                       Rev.Christie Mandas
One: O God, you have promised to make pathways straight so your people may walk in joyful 
safety. But in our arrogance, we create dangerous roads, secret ways based on privilege, which 
suit human standards, not yours.
All: Forgive us.
One: You promise a way of justice and equity so that all may dwell in peace. But the valley 
between rich and poor has become an impassible chasm: We punish the poor. We make them 
sicker. We make them hungrier.
All: Forgive us.
One: God, you rescued your children from the hands of their oppressors and called all of them 
to delight in your glory on the level path which leads home. But we oppress our siblings, 
claiming “crooked” means not straight, not white, not male, not gender conforming.
All: Forgive us for these corruptions and more of the peace your desire for your people; 
all people. All people without exception. Come again! Make our hearts alive with your 
truth!

Assurance of  Pardon
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One: Hear this gracious promise: I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work 
among us will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God, who sees our 
flaws and loves us into doing better. 
All: Amen.

Sacrament of Holy Communion

Choir                                                  “Advent Allelluia”                                     Barb Cropp        
arr. by Keith Christopher

Used with permission CCSWORSHIPcast license no. 12606 © 2008 Hal Leonard

(Communion instructions: Ushers will dismiss each row, maintaining social distancing. Proceed 
to the altar, take the wafer and consume, take the juice and consume and place the juice 
container into the receptacle as you return to your seat walking around to your left and back to 
your seat from the outer isles. If you would like to be served from your seat, please raise your 
hand and communion will be brought to you. Communion bread and juice are gluten free.)

Invitation                                                                    Rev. Christie Mandas
This table is open to all who recognize Jesus Christ as healer and redeemer. No one is turned 
away because of life circumstances. No one is barred from this table. No one seeking God’s 
abundant grace and mercy is turned aside. We see before us the abundance that a life of faith 
offers as we respond to God’s everlasting mercy in prayer and deed.

One: Beloved in Christ, the Gospel tells us that on the first day of the week Jesus Christ was 
raised from death, appeared to Mary Magdalene, on that same day sat at a table with two 
disciples and was made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

ALL: This is a joyful feast of the people of god. Men and women, youth and children, 
come from the east and the west, from the north and the south, and gather about Christ’s 
table.

Communion Prayer                 Rev. Christie Mandas
One: God be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to God.
One: Let us give thanks to God most high.
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Blessing and Lord’s Prayer
Be present with us as we share this meal, and throughout all our lives, that we may know you as 
the Holy One, who with Christ and the Holy Spirit, live forever.
Lord’s Prayer
Our father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

Words of Institution                Rev. Christie Mandas 

Sharing of the Elements
Come for all things are ready.
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      Communion Music            “Veni Emmanuel” Meditation                         David Bahrke
Philip Moore (English: b. 1943)

Used with permission CCSWORSHIPcast license no. 12606 © 2014 Oxford University Press

Prayer of Thanksgiving
ALL: Bountiful God, we give you thanks that you have refreshed us at your table by 
granting us the presence of Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one 
another, and send us forth into the world in courage and peace rejoicing in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

*Hymn                          “The Baptist Shouts on Jordan’s Shore” v. 1,3,4       No. 115
by Charles Coffin, transl. The New Century Hymnal

Used with permission OneLicense.net A-721960 © 1993 The Pilgrim Press

Benediction

Postlude        David Bahrke
Toccata on “Savior of the Nations, Come” Op.5, No. 10

by Paul O. Manz (American: 1919-2009)
Used with permission CCSWORSHIPcast license no. 12606 © 1962 Concordia Publishing House

*indicates to stand if able


